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SUMMERLAND UNITED CHURCH 
celebrating faith 

seeking justice and 
serving others in a loving community 

 
 

Welcome to our Sunday Service  
Rev. Donald Schmidt - Presiding 

Sunday, October 24th, 2021 
 

  

 
 
 

PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey, Summerland United 
Scripture Reading:  John Bubb 

Words of Welcome:  Carol Bubb 
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GATHERING TIME 9:45AM 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Donald Schmidt 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Carol Bubb 

  
A warm welcome to all, those from Summerland United and those joining us from other 
communities or congregations. If there are any visitors today, we welcome you and thank you 
for joining us this morning. If you are comfortable, please unmute yourself and tell us where or 
what congregation you are from.  Please remember to re-mute yourself. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION 
Friends, we gather apart but together. I invite you now to switch to gallery view or scroll 
through your screen to witness the children of God gathered with us today. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE   Donald Schmidt 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 21 – Open Our Hearts 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Responsorial 

Come with your praises, O people of God.  
With all God’s creatures we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Come with thanksgiving, O people of God.  
With lightning and thunder, we give God thanks and praise.  
 
Come with all the desires of your hearts, O people of God.  
With the whole universe, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Come, let us worship God. 

OPENING PRAYER  In Unison 
Awesome and amazing God, you have set the planets spinning and invited us to marvel at all 
your works. You invite us and all creation to your dance of joy and wonder and know that you 
seek to guide us and all things in the ways of justice and love always. Amen. 

Amen. 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU  415 – God We Praise You for the Morning 
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SCRIPTURE READING - Job 42: 1-6  
The Message 

John Bubb 

“I’m convinced: You can do anything and everything. 
    Nothing and no one can upset your plans. 
You asked, ‘Who is this muddying the water, 
    ignorantly confusing the issue, second-guessing my purposes?’ 
I admit it. I was the one. I babbled on about things far beyond me, 
    made small talk about wonders way over my head. 
You told me, ‘Listen, and let me do the talking. 
    Let me ask the questions. You give the answers.’ 
I admit I once lived by rumors of you; 
    now I have it all firsthand – from my own eyes and ears! 
I’m sorry – forgive me. I’ll never do that again, I promise! 
    I’ll never again live on crusts of hearsay, crumbs of rumor.” 

These words come from the Scriptures of our traditions.  

May we find wisdom for our daily lives. 

REFLECTION Donald Schmidt 
 
We SING TOGETHER VU 229 – God of the Sparrow 

   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Donald Schmidt  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  An Adaptation by Jim Cotter 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain Bearer, Life-Giver, source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen 
 
OFFERING  Rev. Donald Schmidt 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
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As you refresh us with all your gifts, God of Joy, we offer our gifts so that others might be 
touched by your grace, feed on the gifts of your creation, be clothed in the graciousness of 
your compassion, and embraced in your loving arms. Amen. 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 642 – Be Thou My Vision 

  
BLESSING Donald Schmidt 

      

CHAT ROOMS  
 

 

The Association of Strong Women Alone made all the difference for Maina. 

 

Maina Bai can now read and write and is empowering others to become literate. 
Credit: ASWA 

 

 

Growing Stronger Together – Maina’s Story 
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Maina Bai’s mother died when she was a baby, and Maina never went to school. 

When she was just 10 years old, her father married her off to an older man. By 16, she had a 

child. A few years after the birth of her daughter, her husband died. When she returned to her 

maternal home, Maina was married off―again.  After a few years of marriage, Maina became a 

widow again. Single, she faced extraordinary stigma. 

 

Approximately 2.18 million single women like Maina live in the state of Rajasthan, India. Whether 

they are widowed, divorced, or have never been married, these women are deemed 

“incomplete” and a disgrace to their families. As a result, many live lives marked by stigma, fear, 

and violence―simply for not being married. 

 

In 1986, The United Church of Canada partnered with Astha Sansthan, an organization that 

empowers marginalized individuals to advocate for their needs. In 1999, Astha Sansthan 

launched the Association of Strong Women Alone (ASWA), which your Mission & Service gifts 

support. Immediately, 450 single women joined. Today, there are more than 70,000 members. 

ASWA’s approach is simple: Create a safe space for single women to come together and get the 

knowledge and skills necessary to improve their lives. 

 

The association has made all the difference for Maina. 

 

She can now read and write and is empowering other women to become literate. Because of her 

leadership, 35 women have enrolled in adult learning. All of them now have grade eight 

certificates. What’s more, the generational cycle of illiteracy has been broken. Maina’s daughter 

can not only read and write but is also teaching others to do the same. 

 

Your Mission & Service gifts empower women like Maina to be agents of change within their 

communities. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

https://united-church.ca/donate

