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SUMMERLAND & WESTBANK UNITED CHURCH 
celebrating faith 

seeking justice and 
serving others in a loving community 

 

 
A Joint Sunday Service for Summerland and Westbank United Churches 

Rev. Paul James - Presiding 
Sunday, June 6th - 10 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey – Summerland United 
Words of Welcome:  Helen Reid – Westbank United 

Scripture Reading:  Reed MacWilliam – Summerland United 
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GATHERING TIME 9:45AM 
INTRODUCTION & EXPLANATION Rev. Paul James 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Rev. Paul James 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Helen Reid, Westbank United 

  
A warm welcome to our friends from Summerland, Westbank and Peachland United Churches 
who are with us today. If there are any visitors today from other congregations or other 
places, we welcome you and thank you for joining us this morning. If you are comfortable, 
please unmute yourself and tell us where or what congregation you are from.  Please 
remember to re-mute yourself. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION 
Friends, we gather apart but together. I invite you now to switch to gallery view or scroll 
through your screen to witness the children of God gathered with us today. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE   Rev. Paul James 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 226 – For the Beauty of the Earth 

       
CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Paul James 

We have gathered here this morning to worship God. 
We have come seeking comfort, inspiration, community and insight. 
We have come to open ourselves to the power of God’s presence in our midst. 
We have come to offer up the season and the turnings in our lives,  
and to ask God’s help in our learning and in our growing. 
Come, let us worship God through prayer. 
                                                                                    
OPENING PRAYER  Rev. Paul James 

Tender and compassionate God, whose strength is made perfect in our  
weakness, help us to believe that you receive us as we are. More than that, 
help us, imperfect though we are, to be carriers of the message of your love 
to everyone that we are in contact with. May we feel your Spirit leading us in 
the new week that is beginning.   Amen 
 
SCRIPTURE READING – Mark 3: 2-35   Reed MacWilliam, Summerland United 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 178 – Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother 
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REFLECTION: “A Little Bit Crazy” Rev. Paul James 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 509 – I the Lord of Sea and Sky 

     
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Paul James 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Tradition Version 

   
OFFERING  Rev. Paul James 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Rev. Paul James 

O God, through the offering of these gifts may we become more open people…open minded in 
hearing your Word and Wisdom, open hearted in healing a broken world and open handed in 
acting out your love.  With thanks for all good gifts, we offer a portion of our substance and 
the whole of ourselves.  Amen 
 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 639 – One More Step Along the world I Go 

  
BLESSING Rev. Paul James 
CHAT ROOMS  
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Minute & Service:  Transforming Lives 96 Years On 

Aiming to follow Jesus’ example since 1925 

 

A client receives medical treatment at Our Place, Victoria BC 

Credit:  Our Place 

 

Published On: May 25, 2021 

True or false: The United Church of Canada was formed in 1925 in part so the founding 
denominations―Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational―could combine their finances 
to do more mission work in Canada and around the world? 

If you guessed true, you are right. 

From the very beginning, our United Church was formed out of a desire to come together and 
serve others like Jesus did. Through Mission & Service, we have been helping to save and 
transform lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and build a better world for 96 years. 

Today, we are as committed as ever. Together, we turn compassion into action every day. 

How? 

To put it simply, we help. 

In Canada, we help people in need by supporting homeless shelters, food banks, soup 
kitchens, and refugee programs. We reach out to young people on campuses and through 
camping. We care for people who are sick or at the end of life by supporting addiction, mental 
health, and counselling services and hospice care. 

Globally, we help people access clean water, food, and medical care. We support skills training 
and economic development. We help with peace-making and sustainable agriculture efforts. 
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We provide disaster relief and advocate for the rights of those who all too often don’t get a 
say, like children and migrant workers. 

We also support opportunities for people to grow spiritually in all kinds of ways. 

Locally, we subsidize theological schools and education/retreat centres. We support events 
that promote spiritual development and personal reflection. We inspire new and innovative 
ministries, and sustain communities of faith that are remote or in need. Globally, we support 
church organizations that work with theological schools, offering practical training in 
agriculture and health. 

It’s a win-win. We trust that when people are in tune with their meaning and purpose, they 
will naturally want to help change lives and make the world a better place for all. 

Thank you for your gifts through Mission & Service. 

Your support makes a world of difference. 

 


