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Joshua 2 
 

Joshua sends spies 

2 Joshua, Nun’s son, secretly sent two men as spies from Shittim. He said, “Go. Look over the 
land, especially Jericho.” They set out and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab. They 
bedded down there. 

2 Someone told the king of Jericho, “Men from the Israelites have come here tonight to spy on 
the land.” 

3 So the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab: “Send out the men who came to you, the ones who 
came to your house, because they have come to spy on the entire land.” 

Rahab takes action 

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. Then she said, “Of course the men 
came to me. But I didn’t know where they were from.5 The men left when it was time to close 
the gate at dark, but I don’t know where the men went. Hurry! Chase after them! You might 
catch up with them.” 6 But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the flax 
stalks that she had laid out on the roof. 7 The men from Jericho[a]chased after them in the 
direction of the Jordan up to the fords. As soon as those chasing them went out, the gate was 
shut behind them. 

Rahab sets terms 

8 Before the spies bedded down, Rahab went up to them on the roof. 9 She said to the men, “I 
know that the Lord has given you the land. Terror over you has overwhelmed us. The entire 
population of the land has melted down in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how 
the Lord dried up the water of the Reed Sea[b] in front of you when you left Egypt. We have also 
heard what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites on the other side of the 
Jordan. You utterly wiped them out. 11 We heard this and our hearts turned to water. Because 
of you, people can no longer work up their courage. This is because the Lord your God is God in 
heaven above and on earth below. 12 Now, I have been loyal to you. So pledge to me by 
the Lordthat you in turn will deal loyally with my family. Give me a sign of good faith.13 Spare 
the lives of my father, mother, brothers, and sisters, along with everything they own. Rescue us 
from death.” 



14 The men said to her, “We swear by our own lives to secure yours. If you don’t reveal our 
mission, we will deal loyally and faithfully with you when the Lord gives us the land.” 

The spies escape 

15 So she lowered the spies on a rope through the window. Her house was on the outer side of 
the city wall, and she lived inside the wall. 16 Then she said to them, “Go toward the highlands 
so that those chasing you don’t run into you. Hide there for three days until those chasing you 
return. Then you may go on your way.” 

17 The men said to her, “We won’t be responsible for this pledge you made us swear 18 unless, 
when we come into the land, you tie this red woven cord in the window through which you 
lowered us. Gather your father, your mother, your brothers, and your whole family into the 
house with you.19 Those who go outside the doors of your house into the street will have only 
themselves to blame for their own deaths. We won’t be responsible. If anyone lays a hand on 
those who are with you in the house, we will take the blame for their death. 20 But if you reveal 
our mission, we won’t be responsible for this pledge you made us swear.” 

21 She said, “These things will happen just like you said.” She sent them away and they went off. 
Then she tied the red cord in the window. 

Mission accomplished 

22 The spies went out and entered the highlands. They stayed there for three days until those 
chasing them came back. Those chasing them had searched all along the road but never found 
them. 23 Then the two men came back down from the highlands. They crossed the Jordan and 
came to Joshua, Nun’s son. They told him everything that had happened to them.24 They said to 
Joshua, “The Lord has definitely given the entire land into our power. In addition, all of the 
land’s population has melted down in fear because of us.” 

An Imagined Conversation Between Joshua and the Spies 
 
A Zoom meeting screen: three participants, with cameras off and names showing. 
 
Joshua 
Spy 1 
Spy 2 
 
Joshua’s camera comes on, with some appropriately Bible-looking background: desert, etc. 
 
Spy 1’s camera comes on, with S1’s forehead about 3 cm from the camera. S1 does all the 
awkward things of someone trying to figure out how Zoom works. 
 



JOSHUA: Ah, Spy One, thanks for joining us. You’re only five minutes late, but who’s counting? 
Not like I’ve got thousands of Israelites to move, or anything. 
 
SPY ONE: Hello? Hello, can you hear me? Hi, is this thing working? [close up of S1’s nostrils] 
 
JOSHUA: Oh, not again… [bellowing] Yes, Spy One, I can hear you – can you hear me? 
 
SPY ONE: Hello?  
 
JOSHUA: Hello! 
 
SPY ONE: Who’s that? 
 
JOSHUA: It’s Joshua, son of Nun, your commanding officer as appointed by God. 
 
SPY ONE: Josh! What’s up? How you doing? 
 
JOSHUA: I’ll be a lot better once this meeting is done. Where’s Spy Two? 
 
Spy 2’s camera does not come on, but her mic does. 
 
SPY TWO’S VOICE: Hello? Hello, is anyone there? What’s happening? 
 
SPY ONE: Oh no… does she have to come? 
 
JOSHUA: Spy Two, can you hear us? 
 
SPY TWO: Hello? Who’s there? 
 
SPY ONE: Seriously, Josh, you don’t need her. I can tell you everything you need to know.  
 
JOSHUA: Spy Two, can you hear us?     
 
SPY TWO’S VOICE: What’s happening? I can’t – hello, I can hear you, can you hear me? 
 
JOSHUA: Spy Two, we can hear you, but we can’t see you.  
 
SPY TWO’S VOICE: You can hear me? 
 
JOSHUA: WE CAN HEAR YOU! 
 
SPY TWO’S VOICE: I can’t see anything! 
 
JOSHUA: Spy Two, you have to click your camera icon.   



 
SPY TWO’S VOICE: What? 
 
SPY ONE: Hopeless.       
 
JOSHUA: STOP TALKING! 
 
SPY TWO’S VOICE: What? Who’s talking? What’s the- 
 
Spy Two’s face appears. 
 
SPY TWO: Oh hi! Have you been there the whole time? 
 
Joshua rubs his temples. 
 
JOSHUA: Now. You two were sent as spies to spy out the land of Canaan, the Promised Land, 
the land we are about to enter after forty years of wandering in the desert. What did- 
 
SPY TWO: Um, I have a question. 
 
Joshua closes his eyes as though in pain. Which he is. 
 
JOSHUA: … yes? 
 
SPY TWO: Why don’t we have names? 
 
JOSHUA: What?      
 
SPY TWO: I mean, like, why are we just described by function? It’s, just, like, when I’m just 
called “Spy Two” all the time, I just, like, really don’t feel seen as a person, you know?  
 
JOSHUA: Fascinating. Noted. Now, your mission. I sent you two into Canaan, if you recall, to the 
city of Jericho, which we plan to conquer. I wanted you to spy on the fortifications, the size of 
the army, the preparations that have already been made, and what their strategy will be. What 
can you tell me? 
 
SPY ONE: They’re scared of us. 
 
JOSHUA: What? 
 
SPY ONE: Yup. Terrified. Shaking in their boots. 
 
SPY TWO: Hunnerd percent. 
 



JOSHUA: Well, great, but what can you tell me about their fortifications? How is the king of 
Jericho preparing to meet us in battle? 
 
SPY ONE: Uh… 
 
SPY TWO: Ummm… 
 
JOSHUA: Oh no. 
 
SPY ONE: See, we took a really big picture approach. We went for the crucial stuff, not so much 
the fiddly details. 
 
JOSHUA: Fiddly details? 
 
SPY ONE: …yeah.  
 
JOSHUA: Fiddly details, as in, how many troops we might face? 
 
SPY ONE: Well… 
 
JOSHUA: Fiddly details, as in, what kind of weapons they have? 
 
SPY ONE: Yeah, but- 
 
JOSHUA: And all you have to tell me is that the Canaanites are scared of us?  
 
SPIES ONE AND TWO: Oh yes, totally, absolutely, shaking in their shoes, totally terrified… [and 
so forth] 
 
JOSHUA: And you base this on…? 
 
SPY TWO: Rahab! 
 
JOSHUA: What? 
 
Spy One does a face palm. 
 
SPY TWO: Wait – was that the thing I wasn’t supposed to mention? 
 
SPY ONE: Yep. 
 
SPY TWO: Are we in trouble now? 
 
SPY ONE: Yep. 



 
SPY TWO: Are you mad at me? 
 
SPY ONE: Yep. 
 
JOSHUA: Wait wait wait – Rahab? 
 
SPY TWO: … yeah.  
 
JOSHUA: And she is…? 
 
SPY TWO: So, um, she’s a Canaanite, and she lives in Jericho, and we spent the night at her 
place, and she was, like, sups helpful and hid us and lied to the king and told us everyone was 
scared and stuff. 
 
JOSHUA: And you weren’t supposed to mention her because…?  
 
SPY TWO: Well, you kind of have this weird hang up about not working with prostitutes.  
 
JOSHUA: SHE’S A PROSTITUTE? 
 
SPY TWO: You know, Josh, I think you need to be more sex positive. Everyone needs to make a 
living, you know? 
 
Joshua buries his face in his hands. 
 
SPY ONE: Josh, could I jump in here? 
 
Joshua, face remaining in one hand, gestures resignedly with the other. 
 
SPY ONE: So at the insistence of whatserface here- 
 
SPY TWO: I have a name! No, wait I don’t. 
 
SPY ONE: -we go to Rahab’s. Turns out she’s cool, really great lady, really smart. So she hides 
us- 
 
SPY TWO: -yeah, she was great when the soldiers came looking for us- 
 
JOSHUA: [raising his head] When what? 
 
SPY TWO: Oh, um… 
 
SPY ONE: Ignore her. So Rahab was great- 



 
JOSHUA: You got caught? 
 
SPY ONE: Oh no no no, we- 
 
JOSHUA: But the soldiers knew you were there? 
 
SPY ONE: Well… yes. But- 
 
JOSHUA: So you didn’t spy out the land, but they spied you out? 
 
SPY ONE: In a manner of speaking. But listen, Josh – what matters is that Rahab told us that the 
Canaanites are totally petrified and conquering Jericho will be a cinch. 
 
JOSHUA: She told you that, hey? 
 
SPIES ONE AND TWO: Yup. 
 
JOSHUA: And she hid you from the soldiers? 
 
SPIES ONE AND TWO: Yup! 
 
JOSHUA: And she helped you escape? 
 
SPIES ONE AND TWO: Yup! 
 
JOSHUA: And she did all this for free? 
 
SPIES ONE AND TWO: Yu- um… 
 
JOSHUA: Did you… by any chance… make a deal with this prostitute? 
 
SPY TWO: Ohmigosh, JOSH! She has a NAME! 
 
SPY ONE: See, here’s the thing, Josh. When you’re out in the field, you know, when you’re 
tough cookies like us, pros, you know, having to think on your feet, you kind of have to go with 
the flow, you know? I mean, it’s not like we could send you a messenger pigeon for permission, 
right? Anyway, so we may have cut a little teensy deal, no big deal, just a little formality.  
 
Pause.  
 
JOSHUA: Do you by any chance recall something called the Law of Moses?  
 
SPY ONE: Rings a faint bell. 



 
JOSHUA: Right, well, just to remind you, it’s the teaching that we, as the people of God, are 
supposed to follow. And there’s this one part that goes something like, oh I don’t know, “you 
shall not make any covenant with the people of the land.” That sound at all familiar? 
 
SPY ONE: You know, I can’t say it does.  
 
JOSHUA: Exodus chapter 23, verse 32, “You shall make no covenant with them or their gods.” 
Look it up. 
 
SPY ONE: I can’t, we haven’t written the Bible down yet. 
 
JOSHUA: Don’t bother me with trivialities! So you went into Canaan. You didn’t spy out the 
land. You went to a prostitute’s house. 
 
SPY TWO: Rahab! 
 
JOSHUA: You got caught. 
 
SPY ONE: Almost caught. 
 
JOSHUA: And then you made a deal with a Canaanite. 
 
SPY ONE: [brightly] And then came back to you! After three days in the hills, that is. Because 
Rahab told us to hide out there. 
 
JOSHUA: Do I want to know what kind of deal you made?  
 
SPY ONE: Oh, you know, the usual. She saved our lives, so we’ll save hers when we invade. 
 
JOSHUA: Save her life? 
 
SPY ONE: And her family’s.  
 
JOSHUA: You do know that we were instructed to slaughter all the Canaanites? 
 
SPY TWO: That seems harsh.  
 
SPY ONE: Well you know, Josh, there is one thing… 
 
JOSHUA: I don’t want to hear any more! 
 
SPY ONE: I think you should know what Rahab said to us. 
 



JOSHUA: I know what Rahab said to you. 
 
SPY ONE: No, we haven’t told you this part.  
 
JOSHUA: [resignedly] Please, what did she say to you? 
 
SPY ONE: She recited the mighty acts of Yahweh and then said that “the Lord your God is he 
who is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.” 
 
Pause. 
 
JOSHUA: She said what? 
 
SPY ONE: I thought you’d be interested. 
 
JOSHUA: Say that again? 
 
SPY ONE: She said – wait, hold on, I wrote it down somewhere. It was kinda long… Aha! *clears 
throat* “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon 
us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we have heard how 
the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what 
you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom 
you utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no 
courage left in any man, because of you; for the Lord your God is he who is God in heaven 
above and on earth beneath.” 
 
JOSHUA: Are you serious? 
 
SPY ONE: Dead serious. 
 
SPY TWO: Wait, what? 
 
JOSHUA: She quoted the Song of Moses? 
 
SPY ONE: Practically. 
 
SPY TWO: What? 
 
JOSHUA: She quoted Deuteronomy? 
 
SPY ONE: She will have, once we write it down.  
 
JOSHUA: A Canaanite woman quoted Israelite scripture? 
 



SPY ONE: Yup! 
 
SPY TWO: Is that important? 
 
Long pause. Then, suddenly: 
 
JOSHUA: YESSSSSSS! Ha HA! VICtory is ours! 
 
SPY ONE: See, we didn’t do so bad, eh Josh?! 
 
JOSHUA: Shut up, you’re an embarrassment to your profession. But this woman, this- what did 
you say her name was? 
 
SPY TWO: Ohmigosh you never listen! 
 
SPY ONE: Rahab. 
 
JOSHUA: -Rahab, right, Rahab – a Canaanite reciting Israelite scripture! This is amazing! It’s a 
miracle! It’s as if – you know, it’s as if it’s all part of a divine plan. 
 
Pause. 
 
JOSHUA: Well good meeting everyone, thanks very much for coming, thanks for that info, good 
work, good work, remind me never to give you more responsibility – now excuse me, I’ve got 
an invasion to plan…  
 
Joshua disappears off Zoom.  
 
SPY TWO: Rude. 
 
SPY ONE: Well! I really think you impressed him there, Spy Two. Nice work. I gotta go – good 
seeing you, maybe see you… never? 
 
Spy One disappears. 
 
SPY TWO: I still don’t get it. 
 

Reflection 
 
In this passage today we hear the story of the two spies sent from Joshua to spy out the land of 
Canaan. As I hope was evident from our skit, the two spies are not very good at their job. They 
are told by Joshua to spy out the land of Canaan, but instead go straight to Rahab’s house. 
Why? We don’t know. We don’t know whether they already knew her, whether they meant to 
go on to their spy mission afterward or not – there are many unanswered questions.  



 
In any case, they go to her house, and she promptly assumes leadership. She displays great 
cleverness in handling the soldiers who come looking for the spies. Instead of denying that the 
spies had visited her, which would have resulted in a search and the discovery of the spies, she 
tells the soldiers that the spies have left already, throwing them off the trails. 
 
Then she makes a deal with the spies: in return for keeping them safe, they will spare her life 
and those of her family when the Israelites. Why? Because she knows they will be victorious. 
This is important. 
 
In verses 9-11 of this chapter, Rahab says the following: 
 
“I know that the Lord has given you the land. Terror over you has overwhelmed us. The entire 
population of the land has melted down in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how 
the Lord dried up the water of the Reed Sea[b] in front of you when you left Egypt. We have also 
heard what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites on the other side of the 
Jordan. You utterly wiped them out. 11 We heard this and our hearts turned to water. Because 
of you, people can no longer work up their courage. This is because the Lord your God is God in 
heaven above and on earth below.” 
 
These are not random words; they are very specific echoes of Israelite scripture, and they 
reveal that Rahab is doing a much better job than the spies of trusting the Lord. She might be a 
Canaanite, she might be a woman, she might be a prostitute – three things that should make a 
triple outsider – but she is the one who understands what is happening and displays 
appropriate faith in God and God’s work. She understands that the victories the Israelites have 
enjoyed are because God is with them.  
 
It’s also significant that Rahab is named, while the spies are not. When this story was told and 
then eventually written down for followers of God, it was understood that it was important to 
preserve Rahab’s name. We do not know whether she is a historical figure or not; we do know 
that generations of people have honoured her story. 
 
Not only that, but Rahab is listed in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus. She is understood by 
Christians to be an ancestor, a foremother, a grandmother of Jesus. I think it is telling that 
Jesus-followers honoured an outsider prostitute in their telling of the story of God. 
 
After making the bargain with the spies, Rahab lowers them down out the window – and only 
then do the spies try to talk tough! Once they are safely out of her house, they tell her that she 
has to keep her family safely within doors when the invade; otherwise they aren’t responsible 
for what might happen. They certainly didn’t try to do this kind of negotiating when they were 
inside, entirely dependent on her! 
 
One detail worth noting: Rahab lowers the spies out the window with a crimson cord, which 
they then tell her to tie in her window as a sign that she should be spared. This is an echo of the 



Passover story in Exodus, in which the Israelites smeared lamb’s blood above their doorways to 
keep the angel of death from killing their first-born when God killed all the first-born in Egypt.  
 
Finally, Rahab tells the spies to hide out for three days in the hills before returning to Joshua – 
which, of course, they do! So in the end, the spies do no real spying. They hide at Rahab’s house 
and they hide in the hills, and then report to Joshua that the Canaanites are scared. 
 
Was this part of God’s plan all along? I don’t know. The text doesn’t tell us. It might be, but it 
also might mean that God works with all our mistakes, failures, and bumbling efforts to bring 
about God’s will. God is always working in the work to fulfill God’s purpose, and however much 
we seem to get in the way, we cannot fully derail God.  
 
It certainly does indicate that we are called to question our assumptions about who’s in and 
who’s out; who is an insider and who is an outsider. Rahab’s story seems to say that we cannot 
assume we’re in without a genuine, faithful effort at trusting God. We will not have rock-solid 
faith every day of our lives, but we keep turning back and coming back. In the meantime, God is 
welcoming, including, and calling many whom we overlook. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 


