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SUMMERLAND UNITED CHURCH 
celebrating faith 

seeking justice and 
serving others in a loving community 

 

 
Rev. Paul James - Presiding 

Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 - 10 a.m. 
World Communion Sunday 

 

 
 

 
PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey – Summerland United 

Words of Welcome:  Rick Gasior 
Scripture Reading:  Sharon O’Shaugnessey 
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GATHERING TIME 9:45AM 
INTRODUCTION  Rev. Paul James 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Rev.  Paul James 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Rick Gasior 

  
A warm welcome to members of Summerland United and Penticton United who are with us 
today and to all those joining us from other locations or congregations. If there are any visitors 
today from other congregations or other places, we welcome you and thank you for joining us 
this morning. If you are comfortable, please unmute yourself and tell us where or what 
congregation you are from.  Please remember to re-mute yourself. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION 

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE  Rev. Paul James 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 72 – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Paul James 

Come one and all to meet God here. 
 Let all who are suffering find hope in this worship service. 
We have come that God might raise us up. 
 Our hope is in the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Come, all who are weary and oppressed, 
God offers relief and enlists our mutual helpfulness. 
God hears our prayers and answers us. 
 God equips us to be helpful to one another. 
 
Come together to sing songs of praise to God. 
Give thanks for God’s wonderous deeds. 
God’s glory abides among us as we worship, God’s presence and help are real. 
 
Come, let us worship, God, let us pray… 
 
OPENING PRAYER   Rev. Paul James/In Unison 



3 
 

Eternal God, before whom our human systems and distinctions amount to nothing, and in 
whose love the last are often first, grant teachings that will astound us, your presence to 
transform us, and courage to witness with all we have and all we are to the good news of your 
love. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING  - Lamentations 1: 1-6 Sharon O’Shaugnessy 

 

The Deserted City 

1 How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! 

How like a widow she has become, she that was great among the nations! 

She that was a princess among the provinces has become a vassal. 

 

2 She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; 

among all her lovers she has no one to comfort her; 

all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they have become her enemies. 

 

3 Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude; 

she lives now among the nations, and finds no resting place; 

her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress. 

 

4 The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; 

all her gates are desolate, her priests groan; 

her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter. 

 

5 Her foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper, 

because the LORD has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions; 

her children have gone away, captives before the foe. 
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6 From daughter Zion has departed all her majesty. 

Her princes have become like stags that find no pasture; 

they fled without strength before the pursuer. 

These words come from the scriptures of our traditions. May we find wisdom for our daily 
living.  Amen 

WE SING TOGETHER MV 82 – Bathe Me in Your Light 
REFLECTION – When God Over Does It Rev. Paul James 

    
 
OFFERING  Rev. Paul James 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION In Unison 

To you O Lord, we offer the gifts of our hands and the loyalty of our hearts. 
Accept us with our offerings we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen  
 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 194 – Bread of Life, Feed My Soul  

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION Rev. Paul James 

 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION In Unison 

For the bread we have eaten, for the wine we have tasted, for the life we have received, we 
thank you God. Grant that what we have done and have been given here may so put its mark 
upon us that it may remain always in our hearts. Grant that we may become mature 
Christians, that our may be the faith which issues in action; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

WE SING TOGETHER VU 424 – May The God of Hope Go With You 
 
   
BLESSING Rev. Paul James 

 

CHAT ROOMS  
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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“We commit to this work not alone but with God.” 

 

Credit: Wordmark: The United Church of Canada, Image: Lightstock.com 

Wondering what more you can do to become anti-racist in your local communities? You aren’t 
alone. It’s one of the questions Adele Halliday, the United Church’s Anti-Racism and Equity 
Lead, is asked a lot.   40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism, a new cutting-edge program set 
to run from October 12 through November 26, is one of the ways Halliday is answering. 
“I took the question to heart, mulled it over with colleagues, and an idea was born to invite 
the whole church to intentionally reflect on a range of racial justice issues in creative ways for 
a specific period of time together,” she says. 
 
Each day for 40 days, heart-expanding reflections on anti-racism themes written by 
contributors from across the church will be shared on the United Church’s website. These free 
reflections geared for individuals and small groups will also come with activities for children 
and families, prayers, and practical ways to take action in local communities. 
 
What does Halliday hope the impact of the program will be?  “I’m hoping there will be 
engagement with advocacy, personal transformation, and continued commitment to work to 
become actively anti-racist not just for 40 days but over the long haul,” says Halliday. “We 
commit to this work not alone but with God. Ultimately, I hope 40 Days of Engagement on 
Anti-Racism will draw church members into a deeper understanding of God’s vision for a just 
world and how they can live it out.” 
 
Your Mission & Service gifts help support the development of awakening education and 
learning resources like 40 Days. Because of your generosity, the whole of the church will be 
blessed with practical ways to live into God’s call to become anti-racist. And in turn, our world 
will become a more just and equitable place for all. Thank you. 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/anti-racism/40-days-engagement-anti-racism
https://united-church.ca/donate

