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PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey – Summerland United 
Words of Welcome:  Linda McCall, Westbank United 
Scripture Reading:  Fred Gartrell, Summerland United 

 

 

GATHERING TIME 9:45AM 
INTRODUCTION & EXPLANATION  Donald 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Donald  
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS Donald 
BELL RINGING                                                             10: AM 
WORDS OF WELCOME Linda McCall, Westbank United 
  
A warm welcome to our friends from Summerland, Westbank, Osoyoos, Oliver and Penticton 
United Churches who are with us today and to all those joining us from other locations. If 
there are any visitors today from other congregations or other places, we welcome you and 
thank you for joining us this morning. If you are comfortable, please unmute yourself and tell 
us where or what congregation you are from.  Please remember to re-mute yourself. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION - Donald 
 
Friends, we gather apart but together. I invite you now to switch to gallery view or scroll 
through your screen to witness the children of God gathered with us today, and to know that 
we are not alone. 

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE    
 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 415  God, We Praise You for the Morning 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

God: Creator, Friend, Rock – 

we come to worship you for the comfort you give. 

God: The one who calls us to new life, and to acts of justice –  

we come to thank you for your words of challenge. 

God: Sustaining Spirit that brings us hope in all times and places, 

we praise you for being with us always. 

Come, let us worship God. 

 

       
OPENING PRAYER:  (from Seasons of the Spirit) 

  
Living God, you have led us to this place to be transformed by your love. Let us open ourselves 
through the power of your Spirit that our hearts and our lives may be transformed into the 
image of Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

                                                                                    
WE SING TOGETHER VU 268   Bring Many Names 



 
 

THE STORY OF PENTECOST    The Accessible Faith Project 

     
SCRIPTURE READING John 3: 1-17- Fred Gartrell Summerland United 

 
REFLECTION:                                                                                          Donald 

   
WE SING TOGETHER MV 161  I Have Called You by Your Name 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Donald  
 
Gracious God, we choose to give, as a way of giving thanks for the gifts that  
we have received, for the love that we have shared, for the healing we have felt. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: Donald 
   
OFFERING:    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:  
 

Loving God, we offer you our gifts and ourselves. We pray that you would use them for 

 your purposes that your glory would be shown in every area of our world. Amen. 

      

WE SING TOGETHER: VU 509   I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
 

BLESSING    

CLOSING MUSIC     

BREAK INTO CHAT ROOMS 

 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION: Outdoor Ministry Supports Well=Being of Children 

Thank you for supporting outdoor ministries through Mission & Service. 



 

 

Mission & Service lead the Rev. Trisha Elliott and her son Aidan climbing trees. Neither fell out. 

Credit: Trisha Elliott/The United Church of Canada 

Published On: April 18, 2021  

No children have died falling out of a tree, at least not in the 17 years statistics have been 
gathered. In fact, the leading cause of death of children is car accidents. While some parents 
fear letting their children play outside, the same parents think nothing of strapping their 
children into a car. 

 

Over the last 35 years, attitudes have shifted. Increased screen time, along with fears about 
playground injuries and child abduction, mean that only a third of Canadian school-aged 
children get the exercise they need. As a result, childhood obesity, anxiety, and depression 
have soared. 

 

Getting outside is good for our kids. 

That’s why the United Church runs camps across the country. Today, your Mission & 
Service donations support approximately 25 United Church camps in Canada. 

https://united-church.ca/donate
https://united-church.ca/donate


Overall, approximately 20,000 children attend a United Church camp each year. In COVID 
times, many of these camps have pivoted to continue offering services and encourage kids to 
get outside. 

 

On Environment Sunday, we often focus on what we can do to reduce our personal footprint 
and to advocate for changes to social policies, particularly ones that impact climate change. 
Without a doubt, we need to do more to care for the world God made. 

 

But Environment Sunday is also a good time to stop and appreciate how the created world 
takes care of us. As Bill Darnell, one of the founders of Greenpeace says: “The environment 
doesn’t need us. It can get along without us. We need it.” 

Let’s pause today and give thanks for all the ways the natural world sustains us, and especially 
our children. Specifically, we give thanks for the confidence, creativity, and imagination nature 
builds, for the sense of responsibility it creates. For the stimulation it provides. For the mental 
and physical health, it promotes. For the wonder it inspires. 

 

And we give thanks for all of our camps. And for you. 

 

Thank you for supporting outdoor ministries through Mission & Service. Your gifts help our 
children―and all of us―breathe more deeply. 

 

https://united-church.ca/stories/camps-inspire-through-creativity-and-care-despite-pandemic
https://united-church.ca/stories/incredible-difference-your-gifts-make-bills-story
https://united-church.ca/donate

