
1 
 

SUMMERLAND UNITED CHURCH 
David Sparks - Presiding 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PowerPoint:  Judi Ritcey 
Words of Welcome:  Dixie Rosher 

Scripture Reading:  Ron Rosher 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK 9: 28-41 
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GATHERING TIME 10:00 p.m. 
INTRODUCTION David Sparks 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT David Sparks 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Dixie Rosher 
MOMENTS OF SILENCE TO VIEW CONGREGATION  

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE  David Sparks 

The renewing spirit of Jesus Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. Allelulia! 
 
WE SING TOGETHER/CALL TO WORSHIP MV 156 – Dance with The Spirit 

 
OPENING PRAYER    

We glory in your creative miracle, O God. 
Your world is so wonderful: the sunrise, the vast seas, the mountain ranges, and the gift of 

life to each one of us. 

We glory in your sustaining miracle, O God: 
The certainty of the returning seasons, the growing awareness of young children. 

We glory in your miraculous Word, O God, 
the Word that reveals your loving presence and challenges us to bring hope. 

We glory in Jesus, the miracle of New Life, 
who enabled the blind to see, the disciples to have insight, and the despised to know power.  
God of miracles, we joyfully adore you! Amen. 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 371 – Open My Eyes  

 
A PRAYER OF FAITH AND CONFESSION David Sparks 

Open our eyes, Loving God! 

Enable us to see the cost of injustice as well as the fruits of prosperity. 

 

Open our eyes, Loving God! 

Enable us to see our own faults as clearly as the faults of others. 

 

Open our eyes, Loving God! 

Enable us to see how our faith community can meet our neighbourhood 

needs as well as global needs. 
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For your way of seeing revealed in Jesus lights our way with truth 

and calls us to action.  

Open our eyes, Loving God! (time of silent reflection) 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

With eyes open to new truth, 

with minds resolved to bring change, 

with hearts afire with the spirit of Jesus Christ, 

you will make a fresh start. 

Pardon and peace will be ours. Amen 

 
SCRIPTURE READING  Ron Rosher 

 

FIRST READING:   Psalm 121 – New Revised Standard Version 

Assurance of God’s Protection 

A Song of Ascents. 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—  

    from where will my help come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, 

    who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved; 

    he who keeps you will not slumber. 

4 He who keeps Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord is your keeper; 

    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 

8 The Lord will keep 

    your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. 
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SECOND READING:  The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 

46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50 So throwing off his cloak, he 
sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
The blind man said to him, “My teacher,[a] let me see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your 
faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

THESE WORDS COME FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF OUR TRADITIONS 
  MAY WE FIND WISDOM FOR OUR DAILY LIVES.   AMEN 

 
SERMON David Sparks 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 154 – Deep in Our Hearts 
OFFERING PRAYER  

Enable us through these gifts to open our eyes to new realities, O God. 

Help us to see the needs of our faith community here and help us to meet them. 

 

Enable us to see new realities, O God. 

Give us the willingness to see the abilities of each church member, and the courage to ask 

if they may be used in Christian service. 

 

Enable us to see new realities, O God. 

Encourage us to support those who believe in themselves least,  

and enable them to make their dreams come true. 

 

Enable us to see new realities, O God. 

Give us the ability to see wider church needs 

And meet these needs through our Mission and Service giving.  Amen. 

 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 92 – Like A Rock 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER David Sparks 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   VU 959 – David Haas 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 602 – Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A+46-52&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24634a
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COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING David Sparks 
 

WE SING TOGETHER VU 884 – You Shall Go Out with Joy 

Defining Love: Emmanuel’s Story 

 

Emmanuel didn’t want to just feed the children—he wanted to make sure they 

could one day feed themselves. 

 
Emmanuel Baya teaches organic farming techniques to children in his care. 

Credit: Emmanuel Baya 

 

Have you ever stood in front of the pantry at 6 p.m. looking for dinner inspiration? For some of 
us, figuring out what to make for dinner is stressful. The truth is that if our family mealtime 
dilemma is wondering what to make, we are fortunate. We’re fortunate because we aren’t 
asking, “Will we eat?”  
 

1 in 9 people around the world go to bed hungry each night. 
191,000,000 children under 5 years old are malnourished. 

As a young child living in Kenya, Emmanuel Baya went to bed hungry more nights than he can 
count. Sadly, his parents died when he was a young child, and he worked hard just to survive. 
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That’s why his heart stirred when he saw children under the cashew trees near his property. 
He knew they were too busy looking for food to go to school. 
 
“Most of the children who did not go to school were orphans. It saddened my heart so much 

that I decided to help,” he explains. 
 

In 2008, Emmanuel opened the Magarini Children Centre. Today, over 287 children receive 
warm, healthy meals and education there. But Emmanuel decided he didn’t want to just feed 
the children—he wanted to make sure they could one day feed themselves. 
 
So, he enrolled in the Asian Rural Institute (ARI), which your Mission & Service gifts support. 
There, he learned organic farming techniques. Long story short, he opened a demonstration 
farm next to the Children Centre. It’s now a learning hub for seven surrounding communities. 
“This is my definition of love,” he says. 
 

Isn’t Emmanuel’s story amazing? And isn’t it amazing that you have a part in it? 
Please make a gift through Mission & Service this World Food Day. 
Your gifts will help feed, educate, and advocate for the most vulnerable at home and around 
the world. 
Your support makes a life-changing difference through extraordinary leaders like Emmanuel, 
whose lives define love every day. 
 

 

https://united-church.ca/donate

