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SUMMERLAND & WESTBANK UNITED CHURCH 
celebrating faith 

seeking justice and 
serving others in a loving community 

 

 
A Joint Sunday Service for Summerland and Westbank United Churches 

Rev. Paul James - Presiding 

Sunday, July 18th, 2021 - 10 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey – Summerland United 
PowerPoint Presentation: John Bubb, Summerland United 

Words of Welcome:  Clive Saunders – Westbank United 
Scripture Reading:  Joan Gasior 
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GATHERING TIME 9:45AM 
INTRODUCTION & EXPLANATION Rev. Paul James 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Rev.  Paul James 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Clive Saunders 

  
A warm welcome to our friends from Westbank, and Summerland United Churches who are 
with us today and to all those joining us from other locations. If there are any visitors today 
from other congregations or other places, we welcome you and thank you for joining us this 
morning. If you are comfortable, please unmute yourself and tell us where or what 
congregation you are from.  Please remember to re-mute yourself. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION 

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE  Rev. Paul James 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 375 – Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Paul James 

 
One: We are here because we have heard the call of Jesus in our lives. 
All: We are here to challenge and support one another to rise up and follow. 
One: We are here because we want to be God’s people. 
All: We come, seeking to be moved, changed, and made whole by the Spirit of the living 
           God. 
One: Let us open our hearts to the moving of the Spirit, and prepare to live this place as true 
           disciples of Christ.    Let us pray…. 
 
OPENING PRAYER   Rev. Paul James 

 
Eternal God, we long for truths that are lasting, yet we want our faith to be alive to the people 
and problems of today.  As we sail forward in an ever-changing world, may faith in Christ be 
our anchor, and your love be our guide, through the presence and power of the Spirit.  Amen 

 
SCRIPTURE READING – OLD TESTAMENT 2nd Samuel 11: 1-17 – Joan Gasior 
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David Commits Adultery with Bathsheba 

11 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his 
officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained at Jerusalem. 

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on 
the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very 
beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is 
Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 So David sent messengers to get 
her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her 
period.) Then she returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, 
“I am pregnant.” 

6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to 
David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the 
war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah 
went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah slept 
at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his 
house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, 
“You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” 11 Uriah said to 
David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths;[a] and my lord Joab and the servants of 
my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to 
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” 12 Then David 
said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained 
in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13 David invited him to eat and drink in his presence 
and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of 
his lord, but he did not go down to his house. 

David Has Uriah Killed 

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter 
he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so 
that he may be struck down and die.” 16 As Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to 
the place where he knew there were valiant warriors. 17 The men of the city came out and 
fought with Joab; and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite 
was killed as well. 

GOSPEL READING Mark 6: 30-34 – Joan Gasior  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+11%3A+1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8271a
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Feeding the Five Thousand 

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 He 
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many 
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat 
to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and 
they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 

WE SING TOGETHER MV 161 – I Have Called You By Your Name 
REFLECTION – Jesus vs JR Rev. Paul James 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 684 – Make Me A Channel of Your Peace 

    
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Paul James  

 
OFFERING  Rev. Paul James 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION In Unison 

Accept our offerings of self and substance to accomplish what we cannot do by ourselves. 
So, link us with one another in faith that we may be a powerful influence for good in our 
community and the world. This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen  

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 657 – He Leadeth Me 

   
BLESSING Rev. Paul James 

 

CHAT ROOMS  
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“As we share, we learn from the gifts that we have been given.” 

Published On: June 23, 2021 

When Alf Dumont’s Roman Catholic 
father and Anishinaabe mother asked 
the priest serving the Shawanaga reserve 
to marry them, the priest rejected their 
request, advising them to “marry 
someone of their own kind.” Nearby, a 
United Church minister had a different 
response. He told the couple he had just 
two rules: “If you have differences, talk 
them out and just try to get along.” 
 
“Dad and Mom said ‘I think we can do 
that.’ They brought together First 
Nations understanding and non-First 
Nations understanding. That’s how I 

came to the church,” Dumont recounts in a United in Learning webinar. 
 
Dumont spent his life as a spiritual leader, serving the United Church as a minister while 
staying connected with his traditional Indigenous spirituality. His memoir The Other Side of the 
River: From Church Pew to Sweat Lodge shares stories of how Dumont walks between the two 
worlds of Indigenous and settler, traditional spirituality and Christianity. 
 
“Part of the struggle with me in life was to find out who I was as Anishinaabe and who I was as 
French, Irish, and English mix,” Dumont shares. With a foot in both sides of the river, Dumont’s 
words eloquently draw together spiritual threads. 
 
“There are seven truths in some of the Anishinaabe teaching: love, courage, respect, humility, 
truth, wisdom, and honesty. But you can’t have one of those teachings or truths without 
having the other. So you can’t have respect without love. You can’t have truth without 
humility,” explains Dumont. “I took those underlying teachings and applied them to the four 
teachings on love: Love God. Love your neighbour. Love your enemy. Love yourself. You can’t 

https://ucrdstore.ca/products/the-other-side-of-the-river-from-church-pew-to-sweat-lodge
https://ucrdstore.ca/products/the-other-side-of-the-river-from-church-pew-to-sweat-lodge
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have one teaching without the other. You can’t love God if you don’t truly love yourself. You 
cannot love your neighbour unless you truly love God.” 
 
In an interview, Broadview magazine asked Dumont to weigh in on the future of reconciliation: 
“Part of the struggle has to do with learning to walk together again. It means being as open as 
we can,” he says. “You bring a gift that I don’t have; I bring a gift that you may not have. And 
as we share, we learn from the gifts that we have been given.” 
 
Your gifts through Mission & Service help support the creation and publication of luminous, 
timely work like Dumont’s book as well as the webinar discussions and education events that 
follow. Through listening and learning, we take important steps forward on the journey toward 
reconciliation. 
 

https://broadview.org/alf-dumont-heritage/
https://united-church.ca/donate

