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SUMMERLAND & WESTBANK UNITED CHURCH 
celebrating faith 

seeking justice and 
serving others in a loving community 

 

 
A Joint Sunday Service for Summerland and Westbank United Churches 

Rev. Paul James - Presiding 

Sunday, August 15th, 2021 - 10 a.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey – Summerland United 

Words of Welcome:  Kathy Post – Westbank United 
Scripture Reading:  Linnea Good – Summerland United 
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GATHERING TIME 9:45AM 
INTRODUCTION & EXPLANATION Rev. Paul James 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Rev.  Paul James 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Kathy Post, Westbank United 

  
A warm welcome to our friends from Westbank, and Summerland United Churches who are 
with us today and to all those joining us from other locations. If there are any visitors today 
from other congregations or other places, we welcome you and thank you for joining us this 
morning. If you are comfortable, please unmute yourself and tell us where or what 
congregation you are from.  Please remember to re-mute yourself. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION 

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE  Rev. Paul James 

 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 374 – Come and Find A Quiet Centre 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Paul James 

 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER   Rev. Paul James 

 

O God, you are the Source of our life. It was you who mysteriously knit us in our mother's 
wombs. It was you who nurtured us through the love of family and friends and through your 

One: We gather to give witness to the enduring realities of life. 

All: We have come to affirm that life is a gift; that the gift is good;  

 and that it comes from God. 

One: We are gathered to renew our hope in Jesus Christ,  

 as we travel life's long journey.  

All: We find God in the paths of our present and our past,  

 but we also trust in God's love in our future. 

One: Let us praise God with our whole hearts, and entrust our lives to God's hands.   Come, 
let us worship God, let us pray… 
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own mysterious outpouring of affection.  You form us, O god, and you break us apart, that 
we might return to you.  You are the beginning and the end.  Be with us this day, O God, as 
we seek to understand more clearly our call to be loving, just, and fully human.  

 
SCRIPTURE READING  - John 6: 51-58 Linnea Good, Summerland United 

New Revised Standard Version 

51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

WE SING TOGETHER MV 120 – My Soul Cries Out 
REFLECTION – Flying Cats and Bad Soup Rev. Paul James 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 299 – Teach Me God to Wonder 

    
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Paul James  
THE LORD’S PRAYER Traditional 

 
OFFERING  Rev. Paul James 

 
The Church is not a private club that we maintain for our own benefit. 
It is a mission post, constantly enlisting us and our resources for the spreading of Good News 
and increase of God’s reign of love. Our offerings are one measure of how seriously we take 
our call as ambassadors of Christ.   
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION In Unison 

We pray that you will find our offerings acceptable, God.  If we have not given according to 
what we have, we seek the courage to do so.   
May these gifts relieve suffering and reveal hope.  May they give meaning to all who give 
and all who receive. We dedicate them, that those who have much may not have too much, 
and those who have little may not have too little.    
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WE SING TOGETHER VU 424 – May the God of Hope Go With Us 

   
BLESSING Rev. Paul James 

 

CHAT ROOMS  
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Converting Space for a Field Hospital in Cuba 

Centre’s generosity inspires others to be generous too. 

 

Credit: Christian Centre for Reflection and Dialogue-Cuba 

Published On:  July 26, 2021 

On July 11, thousands of Cubans took to the streets of Havana and elsewhere in the country in 
what the CBC called “some of the largest displays of anti-government sentiment in decades. 

Eleven million people live in Cuba. By mid-July, Reuters reports the country had a staggering 
average of nearly 4,000 confirmed COVID-19 cases per million residents, nine times higher 
than the world average and more than any other country in the Americas for its size. 

As the Delta variant swept through the country, shortages of food and medical supplies stirred 
protesters to take to the streets demanding access to basic necessities and human rights. It 
also prompted one Mission & Service partner to open its doors. 

When hospitals in Cuba were pushed to capacity, the Christian Centre for Reflection and 
Dialogue-Cuba―a Mission & Service partner―moved quickly to convert its building to help. 
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Today, the building is being used as a field hospital and isolation centre for children and their 
families who have been exposed to the virus, as well as a vaccine centre to get doses 
administered as widely as possible. The generosity is inspiring others to be generous, too. 

Local business owners and the public have begun to donate food, transportation, masks, and 
more. “In recent days, we have welcomed representatives of different businesses in the city to 
our institution with special contributions: cake, ice cream, jams, and graphic prints with 
hopeful messages,” says the Centre in a report, calling the groundswell of kindness 
“gratifying.” 

Throughout the pandemic, your support through Mission & Service has helped provide vital 
personal protective equipment, shelter, and food for people in Canada and around the world 
when they need it most. Now, it is also providing life-saving vaccines. 

Thank you for all the ways you are making a difference! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


