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GATHERING TIME 10:00 p.m. 
INTRODUCTION Rev. David Sparks 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Rev. David Sparks 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING  
WORDS OF WELCOME Olive Hunter 
MOMENTS OF SILENCE TO VIEW CONGREGATION  

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE  Rev. David Sparks 

The renewing spirit of Jesus Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. Allelulia! 
 
WE SING TOGETHER/CALL TO WORSHIP MV 130 – Rise Up O My Soul 

 
OPENING PRAYER    

Creator God, we praise you! 
The beauty of the sunset, the colors of hill and harvest leave us breathless with praise. 
Holy God, we adore you! 
The wonder, the mystery, the peace of your presence, leave us in awe. 
God, Our Friend, we worship you! 
You are known to us in times of deepest joy and in times of hard testing. 
Just and loving God, we listen to you! 
We will work your purpose out when evil threatens, and fear looms large. 
God revealed in Jesus, we pledge our discipleship! 
We will bring the peace of Christ to those who suffer and the compassion of Christ to those 
who need support. Amen. 
 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 245 – Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet  

 
THEME TIME – Names that are important to us Rev. David Sparks 

 
A PRAYER OF FAITH AND CONFESSION Rev. David Sparks 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we have created community in this place. 
Forgive us, God, when our faith community lacks vision or enthusiasm.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we have made the cross a symbol of healing. 
Forgive us, God, when we ignore the crying needs of those we don’t know, those whose 
distress does not touch us directly. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we have proclaimed that the truth will make us free. 
Forgive us, God, when we close our minds to new ways of thinking, fresh sources of 
inspiration.  
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In the name of Jesus Christ, we believe that forgiveness may be received. 
Forgive us, God, when we will not let our guilt go, when we claim your love cannot reach us.  
  Time of reflection… 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

Your assurance is ours, O God. 
Nothing is beyond your power to enlighten, to heal, and to forgive. 
Eternal source of hope, we rejoice, that new beginnings open up for us. 
Pardon and peace are yours to accept.  
We will know peace. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Sharon O’Shaugnessy 

 

Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23 - A good name rather than riches 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
    and favor is better than silver or gold. 
2 The rich and the poor have this in common: 
    the LORD is the maker of them all. 

8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
    and the rod of anger will fail. 
9 Those who are generous are blessed, 
    for they share their bread with the poor. 

22 Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
    or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
23 for the LORD pleads their cause 
    and despoils of life those who despoil them 

 

Isaiah 35: 1-7a – The Road to Holiness 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

summe
Cross-Out
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For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

Mark 9: 38-41 – A Good Work in the Name of Jesus 

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone[a] casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no 
one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 
me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

 

THESE WORDS COME FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF OUR TRADITIONS 
  MAY WE FIND WISDOM FOR OUR DAILY LIVES.   AMEN 

 

WE SING TOGETHER MV 7 – Gather Us In 
 
SERMON Rev. David Sparks 
WE SING TOGETHER VU 268 – Bring Many Names 
OFFERING PRAYER  

You have gifted each one of us, living God: 
 some with spontaneous friendship, some with the ability to plan, 
 some with an observant eye, some with a generous nature, 
 some with warmth and compassion. 
 
Bless our gifts of personality. 
Bless also our gifts of money, so that the Way of Jesus may be advanced in this faith 
community and throughout the world. Amen.  
 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 7 – Gather Us In 

 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. David Sparks 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   VU 959 – David Haas 

 
WE SING TOGETHER MV 145 – Draw the Circle Wide 

   
COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING Rev. David Sparks 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A+38-41&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24573a


5 
 

WE SING TOGETHER MV 156 – Dance With the Spirit 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS 
“We commit to this work not alone but with God.” 

 

Credit: Wordmark: The United Church of Canada, Image: Lightstock.com 

Wondering what more you can do to become anti-racist in your local communities? You aren’t 
alone. It’s one of the questions Adele Halliday, the United Church’s Anti-Racism and Equity 
Lead, is asked a lot. 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism, a new cutting-edge program set to 
run from October 12 through November 26, is one of the ways Halliday is answering. “I took 
the question to heart, mulled it over with colleagues, and an idea was born to invite the whole 
church to intentionally reflect on a range of racial justice issues in creative ways for a specific 
period of time together,” she says. 
 
Each day for 40 days, heart-expanding reflections on anti-racism themes written by 
contributors from across the church will be shared on the United Church’s website. These free 
reflections geared for individuals and small groups will also come with activities for children 
and families, prayers, and practical ways to take action in local communities. What does 
Halliday hope the impact of the program will be? 
 
“I’m hoping there will be engagement with advocacy, personal transformation, and continued 
commitment to work to become actively anti-racist not just for 40 days but over the long 
haul,” says Halliday. “We commit to this work not alone but with God. Ultimately, I hope 40 
Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism will draw church members into a deeper understanding of 
God’s vision for a just world and how they can live it out.” 
 
Your Mission & Service gifts help support the development of awakening education and 
learning resources like 40 Days. Because of your generosity, the whole of the church will be 
blessed with practical ways to live into God’s call to become anti-racist. And in turn, our world 
will become a more just and equitable place for all. Thank you. 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/anti-racism/40-days-engagement-anti-racism
https://united-church.ca/donate

